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AMENDMENT S TO THE CLAIMS 

1-19. (CANCELED) 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A composite material comprising: 

a. a metallic inner support, 

b. at least one outer reinforcement material having an open structur e, the outer 
rettt forcement mat e rial having a metallic comiectiou lo the inner support ; 

c. an overlay layer provided on the outer reinforcement material, wherein the overlay 
contains polyethylenei 

amg^ic comiectioii between the oiitcr remf orcement material and the famer 
su pports the metallic connection being defined as an intermediate metallic 
layer yalvani^Ajl a nd/or plated between th^ fntiAr su pport and the ontey 
y^nf(f>rcfiment matw^al . 

21. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the overlay 
layer contains at least one of: 

a. high-molecular polyethylene, 

b. ultrahigh-molecular polyethylene, and/or 

c. polyethylene compounds. 

22. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the material 
of the overlay layer at least partly fills the openings of the outer reinforcement material. 

23. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the overlay 
layer, as measured above the outer reinfotc^ent material, has a diickness of 5 fon to 1 .5 

mm 
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24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the overlay 
layer, as measured above the outer iciDfoicement material, has a thickness of 100 to 300 
/xm. 

25. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the inner 
si^port and the outer reinforcement material are connected to each other by at least one 
of: 

a. a sintered connection, 

b. a welded connection, 

c. a soldered connection, and/or 

d. a galvanized connection. 

26. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the inner 
support is formed of at least one of steel, stainless steel, aluminum, bronze, brass» titanium 
and/or copper. 

27. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the inner 
support has a thickness of 0.05 to 10 mm, 

28. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the inner 
support has a thickness of 0.2 to 3 mm. 

29. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the outer 
reinforcement materia] is a metal fabric. 
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30. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the outer 
reinforcement material is formed of at least one of: 

a. wire mesh, 

b. expanded mecal fabric, 

c. metal fleece, 
metal foam, and/or 

e. a perforated metal plate. 

31 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the outer 
reinforcement material is formed of at least one of bronze, copper, chrome, nickel, zinc, 
iron, and/or aluminum. 

32. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of clahn 20 wherein the outer 
reinforcement material has a thickness of 0. 1 to 6 mm. 

33. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) Tbie composite material of claim 20 wherein the outer 
reinforcement material has a thickness of 0.2 to 2 mm. 

34. (CANC^ILED) 

35. (CANCELED) 

36. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The composite material of damr34 claim 20 wherein the 
intermediate metallic layer is form^ of at least one of bronze, coffer, chrome, nickel, 
zinc, iron, and/or aluminum. 

37. (CIURRENTLY AMENDED) Thecon5)OSitenaterialofdaim-34cla|^^ 
intemiediate metallic layer has a thickness of 1 to 100 fxm. 
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38. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the overiay 
layer is caJandered, painted, and/or laminated into the outer reinforcement material. 

39. (PREVIOUSLY PKESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 formed into a 
sliding bearing wherein the overlay layer and/or the outer reinforcement material form the 
outer sliding surface of the sliding bearing. 

40. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the overlay 
layer contains less than 10% polytetrafluonroethylene. 

41 . (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The conqwsite material of claim 40 wherein the overlay 
layer contains no polytetrafluoutoethylene. 

42. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) Hie composite material of claim 40 wherein the overlay 
layer contains no fillers formed predominantly of calcium, 

43. (PREVIOUSLY IllESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein 
layer contains no calcium carbonate. 

44. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein the overlay 
layer contains no calcium carbonate. 

45. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 20 wherein: 

a. the outer reinforcement material includes a wire mesh, and 

b. the overlay layer contains less than 10% polytetxatluouioethylene. 

46. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 45 wherein the wire 
mesh contains bronze. 
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47. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The composite material of claim 46 wherein the overlay 
layer contains no fillers formed piedomlnantly of calcium. 

48. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A composite material comprising; 

a. a metallic substrate, 

b. an outer layer of porous metallic reinforocment material, the outer layer having 
connections to the metallic substrate across the surface of the metallic substrate, 

c. a smooth intermediate metallic comiccdiig iaver galvanfap d and/or platet^ 
between the substrate and the guter layer, aad 

d. an overlay layer situated in the pores of the outer layer, wheiem the overlay layer 
contains polyethylene, 

wherein die outer layer and/or the overlay layer define the outer surface of a beating. 

49. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A composite material comprising: 

a. a metallic substrate having an outer surface, 

b. a reinforcing layer of metallic material having: 

i. an inner surface facing the outer surface of the metallic substrate, and 

ii. an opposing outer surface which at least partially defines the outer bearing 
surface of a sliding structure, 

wherein: 

(1) the inner surface of the reinforcing layer is metallically connected to the 
outer surface of the substrate along at least numerous locations of the outer 
surface of the substrate, 

(2) voids are de^ed within a substantial portion of the reinforcing layer, and 

(3) the voids contain polyethylen e: and 

Cj. an intermediate metallic connecting layer having: 

111 an inner surface joined to the outer surface of the substrate, and 
^1 a smooth outer surface joined to th^ Ittiner surface of the reinfnrcmg 

layer. 

50. (NEW) The composite material of claim 49 wherein the intermediate metallin rppnecting 
layer is galvanized and/or plated to the outer surface of the substrate. 
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